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PREFACE

Turkey and Georgia are two friendly neighboring countries trying to develop their already good eoonomic’ and
cultural relations. It is well known that international relations zre also reflected in personal relations, which initiztes
cooperation in science, art as well as in trade.

The first scientific relation between Turkey and Georgia was initiated in 1987. ‘Tibitak' in Turkey and the
‘Academy of Science’ in Georgia, which was then still a member of the USSR, organised a joint field study in Georgiz on
‘ophiolites and tectonic belts of the Caucasus’, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ali Yilmaz and Mr. Ibrahim Cakmak from Turkey
participated to the study. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ali Yilmaz published a paper on this study in the MTA Bulletin in 1989.

Following the dissolution of the USSR, during the ‘International Black Sea Symposium, organized by MTA in
Ankara, in 1992, scientists from Georgia had a chance to have 2 series of meetings with their Turkish colleaguestc gen-
erate joint studies in geological sciences. Dr. Ziya Gézler then the General Director of MTA, Prof. Dr. Shota Adamiz, then
the President of the Georgian Academy of Sciences and Prof Dr. Viadimir Gugushvili then the President of the Georgian
State Department of Geology participated in the final meeting. A group of Turkish geoscientists were invited to Georgia
to work out 2 program to develop joint projects between the two countries. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Giner Unalan. Mr. Turgay
Ornal then Deputy General Directors. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ali Yilmaz from MTA and Mr. ibrahim Turan Cakmak, Deputy
General Director and Mr. Cetin Kocak from TKI went to Georgia and signed a preliminary protocol towards joint projecis
on geological sciences.

The final protocol was signed in Ankara on the 279 Nov. 1993. According to this 1/100000 scale geological
studies on fundemental geological features, mineralizations, geophysics, geothermal sources and geotechniques would
be jointly studied along the The-Georgia border in a zone covering 4,5 map sheets.

According to the signed protocol; the project would involve 3 years field study and 1 year evaluztion and
reporting. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ali Yiimaz from the Turkish side and Prof. Dr. Viademir Gugushvili from the Georgian side werse
appointed joint project leaders.

The time of the project coincided with the dissolution of Soviet Union and Georgia becoming an independent
state. This resulted in some administrative changes; Dr. Tengiz Lazarashvili became the Georgian project leader. Despite
some unfavourable developments the project was completed in the time planned. The efforts of the project coordinators
played an important part in the successful completion of the project. Despite very unfavourable economic conditions in
Georgia, successful completion of the project clearly reflects the high value given to science zand joint work by the
Georgian people.

Although the project was completed in 1997 the Turkish side could only publish the project papers in a book in
2001. The delay was mainly caused by some administrative changes in the Turkish side. Despite various administrative
changes in both countries, successful completion of the project and publication of the book reflect the deep rooted
institutional tradidions in both countries.

Late Manana Lordkipanidze (GIN), Tite Gakharia (SDG), Givi Saracishvili (SDG) from Georgia and ismail Hakki.
Glven (MTA) from Turkey worked in this project. Their Contributions are greatly acknowledged.

The book present 70 years of accumulated information in the geological sciences and provides easy correlation
of the geological data. | appreciate the efforts directed to the success of the joint project and congratulate the project
coordinators, scientists and the personell who worked for the success of the project. | hope this book will be a concrete
step for good relations of both countries as well as all joint projects in the future and will be a reference book for the earth
scientists.

Ali Kemal ISIKER

General Director of Mineral Research and Exploration
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